Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 SEOUL 01284 251042Z 
51 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 

SAM-01 OMB-01 NIC-01 ACDA-19 10-14 DRC-01 /129W 

027596 

R 250950Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2624 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
CINCPAC 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 1284 
EO 11652 NA 
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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN MILITARY BUILD UP 

1. KOREAN VENACULAR PRESS HAS REPORTED TWO NEW YORK 
TIMES STORIES REGARDING NORTH KOREAN MILITARY 
BUILD UP. 

2. FIRST STORY REPORTEDLY QUOTES PENTAGON AND OTHER 
OFEICIALS AS SAYING "ALTHOUGH WE CAN'T PREDICT WITH 
CERTAINTY THAT NORTH KOREA WILL INITIATE ATTACK ON 
THE SOUTH VERY SOON, WE ARE KEEPING CLOSE TAB ON THE 
KOREAN SITUATION." STORY ALSO REPORTS THERE 

HAVE BEEN SERIES RECENT NORTH KOREAN MILITARY ACTIONS 
INCLUDING REDEPLOYMENT CLOSER TO TRUCE LINE, BUILDING 
AIR BASES IN FORWARD AREAS AND INJECTION MODERN 
RUSSIAN MADE WEAPONS. SECOND TIMES STORY REPORTED 
TO HAVE SAID US INTENDS MOD PROGRAM SPEED UP IN EFFORT 
TO COUNTERACT NORTH KOREAN ERENETIC WAR PREPARATIONS. 
PENTAGON AND OTHER OFEICIALS ARE REPORTED AS 
DESCRIBING KIM IL-SUNG AS MOST UNPREDICTABLE 
MAN AND RECALLING PUEBLO SEIZURE AND EC-121 
SHOOT DOWN. 
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3. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY BACKGROUND DEPARTMENT 
CAN PROVIDE RE THESE STORIES. 

HABIB 
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